80              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

Freely opening joints that allow the board to open
without affecting the adjoining pages of the book are of
comparatively recent introduction. The old binders
left leather and slips comparatively thick and their
boards seldom opened freely and squarely, and
generally a few leaves of the book were raised by the
opening of the board.

End-papers

The paper for the ends should be of about the same
colour and weight as that of the book. For books
written or printed on vellum, vellum ends should be
used, generally with a leather joint, as vellum pasted
down in the joint is apt to be stiff. There is much to
be said for the use of a coloured paste-down paper for
fine bindings, because the turn in of the leather stains
plain ends. Marble paper, that may in itself be interest-
ing, is very suitable for the paste-down leaves, as having
a mottled surface it shows stains less than any other paper.
' Silk ends are sometimes used on fine books, but they
seldom look quite satisfactory. If the edges of the silk
are turned in they make an unsightly lumpy edge, and
if merely cut are apt to fray out. Any coloured ends
have to be emade5 (pasted on) on to the adjoining white
leaf, and consequently, if an over-thick leaf is to be
avoided, the paste-down paper should be thin, but it
should also be of good quality or it may split in the
joint.

Sometimes the insides of the boards of fine books are
lined with leather and decorated, and occasionally the
opposite fly-leaf is also of thin leather.

Edges

Very few old books or modern books of value should

have their edges cut with the plough.  The fore-edge